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To: The Honourable Ambrose Holowach, 
Provincial Secretary, 
Province of Alberta. 


EIGHTH ANVUAL REVURT 
of 
THE ALBERTA RACING COM {SSTUN 
JANUARY Ist. 1970 - DECEWBE 3lst. 1970 


This is the Eighth annual Keport of the Alberta Racing 


Commission. It provides a review of Thoroughbred and Harness racing 


and the activities of the Commission for the calendar year 1970, 


THOROUGHBRED RACING 
1. MESTINGS 
There were thirteen race meetings and one hundred and 
twenty six days of racing with pari-mutuel wagering in 1970, 
conpared to ten meetings and one hundred and twenty one days of 


racins in 1969, as follows (1969 figures in brackets):- 


Meetings Days ot Kacing 
Calgary eh Cy) 5a (63) 
Edmonton (ay 53 (Ss) 
Lethbridge Pel) 15 { o9) 
High River pen 62)) 2 (2) 
Lake McGregor i (Gh) 1 (2) 
Millarville im (ap 1 (arly) 
Taber ib t@b)) 1 (G12) 


Complete statistical information is attached hereto in 


Schedule "A" which forms a part of this Report. 
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2. LICENSING 
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The Commission continued its established practice and 


licensed all Associations which conducted race meetings and all per= 


sonnel who were directly connected with the running of races during 


the year covered by this Report. 


Thoroughbred racing at both Edmonton 


and Calgary was conducted once again under the auspices of the Western 


Canada Racing Association Limited for the Edmonton and Calgary Exhibition 


Associations. 


At Lethbridge, the Lethbridge & District Exhibition initiat- 


ed and conducted a thoroughbred meeting in conjunction with the annual 


summer exhibition which the Association holds in that city; while the 


established fall thoroughbred meeting continued under the auspices of 


the Southern Alberta Racing Association Limited, 


Licenses issued and license fees collected in 1970 were 


as follows: 


Race Meetings: 


Calgary Exhibition & Stampede Ltd., Calgary $ 20,670.00 
Edmonton Exhibition Association Ltd., Edmonton 23,850.00 
Lethbridge & District Exhibition, Lethbridge 540.00 
Southern Alberta Kacing Association Ltd., 

Lethbridge 1,890.00 
High River Agricultural Society, High River 100,00 
Lake McGregor Memorial Park Association, Lake 

McGregor 100,00 
Millarville Racing & Sports Association, 

Millarville 50.00 
Taber kKodeo Association, Taber 50,00 


Personnel: 


686 
67 
IGA 
100 
54 
19 
egal 
147 
669 
9 

2 
7, 


Owners 

Trainers 

Owner-Trainers 

Stable Names 

Jockeys & Apprentice Jockeys 
Jockeys! Agents 
Authorized Agents 
Exercise & Pony Boys 
Grooms & Stable Employees 
Veterinarians 
Veterinarian Students 
Platers (Blacksmiths) 


$ 47,250.00 


6,870.00 
670,00 
3,020.00 
1,000.00 
275.00 
95.00 
131.00 
149,00 
687,00 
45.00 
2.00 
17,00 


$ 12,961.00 


nance 


a yin 
$00 eee 


*s 7 
‘alle 


3. RACE OFFICIALS 

The Commission is of the opinion that once again it was 
fortunate to be able to secure and make available the services of 
fully qualified and experienced race officials who command the 
respect and confidence of the general public to supervise the con= 
duct of thoroughbred race meetings and race personnel. Included in 
the Commission's officials were Mr. Clay Puett of Phoenix, Arizona, 
who for the seventh year in succession represented the Commission as 
Steward at the meetings which came under the jurisdiction of the 
Commission at Edmonton and Calgary, as well as the established fall 
meeting at Lethbridge. As a second Steward, Mr. Harry E. Patten 
represented the Commission at the initial summer meeting held at 
Lethbridge. Mr. Patten has acted as Commission Steward for several 
years at all community meetings which come under the jurisdiction of 
the Commission. With his knowledge of racing and experience with the 
Commission Mr. Patten adequately fulfilled his responsibilities and 
established the position of the Commission at the Lethbridge meeting. 
Dr. J. Gordon Anderson, D.V.M. once again represented the Commission 
as Veterinarian at all thoroughbred racing at Edmonton and Calgary and 
at the fall meeting at Lethbridge; while Dr. E. G. Prince, D.V.M.,; 
Lethbridge, acted as Commission Veterinarian at the summer meeting in 
the latter city. The Commission continues to be of the opinion that 
one of the fundamental requirements of racing in the public good is to 
have race officials of proven ability and integrity responsible for the 
supervision and conduct of race meetings and race personnel. The 
Commission feels, therefore, that it is singularly fortunate to have 
the benefit of the continued services of men with many years of ex- 


perience and proven ability such as the personnel referred to herewith 


possess. 


= Aue 
The Commission also holds the view that it is essential to 
add to the number of officials who are knowledgeable in their profess= 
ion and the sport of horse racing and who may be available for the 
future and growing needs of the Commission, It will be the policy of 
the Commission to give due consideration to citizens of the Province 


of Alberta in the development of the required programme, 


4. STEWARDS! RULINGS 

The Stewards promulgated seventy-six Rulings against licensed 
personnel for infractions or violations of the Rules of the Commission 
governing thoroughbred racing as follows: 


Improper behaviour and conduct 

Careless and faulty riding 

Improper medication 

Possession of unauthorized equipment & substances 
Possession of unauthorized equipment 

Possession of unauthorized substances 

Ineligible entries 

Ineligible claims 

False license application information 


a) 
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The number of Stewards! Rulings in 1970 was much the same as 
the number promulgated in 1969, All Rulings were reviewed by the 
Commission, The majority were for infractions or violations of a 
relatively minor nature and the penalties imposed were in keeping with 
the violations and established turf procedures. However, the analysis 
does indicate that there were four Stewards! Rulings for infractions of 
the Rules of the Commission having to do with the treatment or medica- 
tion of horses with unauthorized substances and the possession or use 
of unauthorized equipment, as revealed by the analysis of urine samples 
and searches made of the facilities occupied and equipment used by 
licensed personnel. While the number of Stewards! Rulings was less than 
one-half the total of nine such rulings promulgated in 1969, the Commiss— 


ion feels it is desirable to once again review the incidents in this 
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Report, because of the importance the Commission attaches to this 
important area of racing. 

One case involved the use of a substance which prevented the 
testing of the official sample. By the Rules of the Commission this is 
considered to be a positive test. Accordingly, the Stewards suspended 
the Owner-Trainer involved from racing and denied him the privileges 
of the grounds for a period of sixty days and referred his case to the 
Commission for any further action that might be deemed to be essential. 
The Commission reviewed the case and in view of the evidence adduced, 
upheld the decision of the Stewards. 

In another case the Owner-Trainer involved admitted having in 
his possession and having used a hypodermic syringe in violation of the 
Rules of the Commission, The Stewards levied a fine of $100.00 and the 
Commission upheld their decision, 

Another case involved a Jockey who admitted having in his 
Possession thile mounted on a horse in the Paddock an electrical device 
{commonly called a "battery") which he proposed to nee on the horse in 
the ensuing race. The Stewards suspended him for an indefinite period 
and referred his case to the Commission for whatever action the Comm—- 


ission might deem necessary. The Jockey requested and the Commission 


heard his case as a result of which it was the decision that his license 


be revoked and that he be suspended from riding on any race track until 
July 15th., 1971 (approximately ten months from the date the infraction 
of the Rules occurred), but that he be permitted to make application to 
any jurisdiction to be licensed in any other class or type of employ- 


ment of his choice. 


In the fourth case an Owner-Trainer was suspended by the 


Stewards for a period of 19 days for being in possession of substances 


(away from the grounds of a race track where racing was in progress but 
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where the Owner-Trainer had horses registered to race) which could affect 
the performance of a horse in a race, The Commission reviewed the 
case and in view of the unusual circumstances involved, the decision of 
the Stewards was upheld, 

The foregoing indicates the degree of vigilance which is re= 
quired by the Commission and its officials concerned with the conduct 
of racing, if the Rules of the Commission are to be upheld in the public 
interest. The penalties imposed by the Stewards and the Commission are 
also indicative of the importance the Commission attaches to the observ- 
ance of those Commission Rules which have to do with the possession or 
use of substances or devices which can affect the condition or perform-= 
ance of a horse ina race, The Commission continues to emphasize that 
it intends to maintain its vigilance, to press with vigour its efforts 
to control and eliminate all practices which are detrimental to racing 
and contrary to the public interest and to deal severely with those who 
violate the Rules of the Commission dealing with same, 
5. GENERAL 

The opening paragraph of this Report indicates that there were 
three thoroughbred meetings conducted at both Edmonton and Calgary during 
the year under review, as against two meetings in each of the two cities 
during the previous year, 1969, but with the same total days of racing 
each year. The return to a schedule of three meetings at each centre 
in 1970 was in keeping with long established practice by the Associations 
involved at the two major cities in the Province. It must be assumed 
that their actions were justified, as in spite of the tight money and 
less buoyant economic situation which prevailed, the combined total 
wagering for the same number of days of racing at the two centres at 


$31,167,072.00642n 1970 was more than one million dollars in excess 


(a) Source-Chief, Race Track Supervision, Canada Department of Agriculture 


ayes 
of the total of $30, 064,984.00'? wagered in 1969, 

The initial summer meeting conducted at Lethbridge engendered 
wagering to a total of $188,676.0067 ¢or six days of racing, or $31,446.00 
per day of racing; while the established fall meeting of nine days of 


(a)o. $56,164.00 per dav 


racing produced wagering to a total of $505,476.00 
of racing, as compared to a total of $513,675.00 and a daily averazse of 
$57,075.00 for the previous year, 1969. It has been suggested that the 
slight decrease shown at the fall meeting in 1970 was due, in part at 
least, to the less favourable weather conditions which prevailed, com- 
pared to ideal racing weather in 1969, The Lethbridge & District 
Exhibition has indicated to the Commission that they are satisfied with 
the results achieved at their 1970 meeting. With the knowledve that they 
propose to continue the meetings at this time of the year, the activity 
should meet with increased public interest and support. 

At this point it should be noted that the 1970 mceting was the 
tenth and last fall thoroughbred meeting to be conducted by the Southern 
Alberta Racing Association Limited at Lethbridge. The Association re- 
introduced racing to the southern city after an albsence of a2 great many 
years. The avowed objective of the group of dedicated Alberta horsemen 
and horse racing enthusiasts who conprise the Southern Alberta Racing 
Association Linited was to make additional racing available to horsemen 
followins the close of thoroughbred racing at Edmonton and Calvary and 
also to make available to the citizens of Lethbridge and district a 
sport which was meeting with such a high degree of public acceptance 
elsewhere in the Province. The Commission is of the opinion that the 
Southern Alberta Racing Association Limited made a significant contribut-— 
ion to thoroughbred racing in this Province and that the Association 


is to be commended for its efforts in the public interest. 


(a) Source-Chief, Race Track Supervision, Canada Department of Agriculture, 
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Thoroughbred racing in Alberta continues to be administered 
by associations and personnel knowledgeable in the sport and conscious 
of their responsibility to the wavering public and horsemen alike, 

A sincere effort is put forth to maintain and improve the presentation 
and image of racing. However, the Commission continues to stress the 
need for and the importance of improvements to facilities and services 
in the public interest, if the position of the sport of racing is to 


be maintained and continue to prosper in this Province, 


HARNESS RACING 
6. MEETINGS 
There were four race meetings and fifty-eight days of Harness 
racing conducted during the year 1970 compared to three race meetings 
and fifty-nine days of racing in 1969 as follows (1969 figures in 


brackets):- 


Meetings Days of Racing 
Calgary tC et) 10 (12) 
Edmonton ms (Gy) 46 (45) 
Westlock Eeecie) 2 G2) 


Complete statistical information is attached hereto in 
Schedule "B" which forms a part of this Report. 
7 LICENSING 
The Rules of the Commission Governing Harness Racing require 
that all those who conduct race meetings, or who are directly assoc- 
iated with the running of races, shall be licensed by the Commission, 
Licenses issued and license fees collected in 1970 were as follows: 
Race Meetings: 
Calgary Exhibition & Stampede Ltd., Calgary $ 2,500.00 
Edmonton Exhibition Association Ltd., 


Edmonton 11,685.00 
Westlock Racing Association, Westlock 100,00 


S 24,285.00 


eee 


_- ot 
a 
> 
alt SS 
=. 


= 9 = 
Personnel: 
Owners, Trainers, Drivers, Exercise Boys, 
Grooms, Hot Walkers, Veterinarians, 
Veterinarian Assistants and Platers - 
595 Licenses Sool C 
8. RACE OFFICIALS 

Those officials who represented the Commission at Harness 
racing in 1969 were re-appointed in 1970, Mr. Don. Stewart, Edmonton, 
and Dre Roy Saito, D.V.M., Leduc, acted as Commission Judge and Veterin- 
arian respectively at racing conducted at Edmonton and Calgary; while 
Mr. Stewart represented the Commission at the Westlock meeting also, 

These officials are well qualified for the duties they assume 
and during the year under review they continued their worth-while con- 
tribution tothe sport and to the fulfillment of the requirements of 
the Commission in the public good, 

In his duties as Commission Judge, Mr. Stewart had associated 
with him two other Judges, one representing the Canadian Trotting Associa-— 
tion, under whose jurisdiction (and the combined Rules .of that Associa- 
tion and the Commission) Harness racing is conducted in Alberta, and the 
third representing the Associations which conducted the meetings. As is 
customary with all racing, the Judges acted as a panel in the discharge 
ef their duties and the enforcement of the Rules governing Harness racing. 
9, JUDGES! RULINGS 

The Judges issued forty-six Rulings involving licensees for 
infractions of the combined Rules of the Commission and the Canadian 
Trotting Association during the fifty-eight days of racing conducted in 
the Province during the year under review. This compared to a total of 


thirty-three Rulings issued during the fifty-nine days of racing conducted 


during the previous year, 


=3 The) & 
The Rulings for the year under review were for violations of 


the Rules as follows: 


Poor driving or impeding or interfering 
with the progress of other horses or 
drivers in races 4 
Use of* intoxicating beverages 
Improper wagering 
Possession of unauthorized equipment 
Possession of unauthorized equipment & substances 


PRR Ye 


All Judges! Rulings were reviewed by the Commission and were 
in keeping with the violations of the rules involved and accepted racing 
practices. However, in keeping with the Commission's policy, a review 
is provided herewith of the two violations involving the possession of 
unauthorized medicaments and equipment and the violation involving 
improper wagering. 

In one case a licensed Driver-Trainer was suspended and denied 
the privileges of the grounds of all associations for a period of thirty 
days for the ROSE eee On of hypodermic syringes and injectible substances, 
contrary to the Rules. The Commission reviewed the information provided 
at the Judges! Hearing and upheld their decision, 

In another case a licmsed Owner-Trainer~Driver was fined 
$300.00 for allegedly having bet on another horse in a race in which he 
had a horse running, in contravention of the Rules. The Licensee appealed 
the Judges! Ruling to the Commission and the appeal was heard, It was 
the decision of the Commission that insufficient evidence was adduced at 
the Appeal to determine beyond any question of doubt that the Licensee 
had in fact been involved in the alleged improper betting and that 
accordingly the decision of the Judges be reversed and the fine of $300.00 
be cancelled, 

In the third case, a licensed Owner-Trainer-Driver was suspended 


and denied the privileges of the grounds of all associations for 2 period 
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of thirty days for having in his possession hypodermic syringes in 
contravention of the Rules governing Harness Racing. The Licensee 
appealed the Judges! Ruling and the Commission heard the appeal. It 
was the decision of the Commission, based on the evidence adduced at the 
Appeal, that the Licensee was in fact in possession of unauthorized 
equipment and that accordingly the Judges! Ruling be upheld. 

It is gratifying to be able to report that the remainder of 
the Judges! Rulings were for infractions of minor Rules of the Commiss- 
ion and the Canadian Trotting Association, indicating that generally 
speaking harness horsemen are responsible men, conscious of their re= 
sponsibility to themselves, their fellow horsmen, the wagering public 
and the well-being of the sport in which they are involved, 

10, GENERAL 

As in previous years, harness racing at Edmonton and Calgary 
“was conducted by the Exhibition Associations at their tracks in the two 
cities and by the Westlock Racing Association at Westlock. The past 
concern of the Commission and some others directly connected with the 
conduct of harness racing has been the lack of sufficient satisfactory 
horses for meetings of the length and nature of those conducted at the 
two major cities in the province, Also, there has been some concern 
about public acceptance of the late period of the year into which the 
Edmonton meetimgs have been projected. On the first point, a growing 
number of satisfactory horses is being produced, or owned and trained 
in Alberta to provide, in part,at least, for the needs or demands of the 
approved meetings and with a corresponding lessening demand or need for 
imports of horses from Eastern Canada and elsewhere. This is a healthy 
sign, as harness racing available in Alberta provides impetus to and an 


outlet for a standardbred industry of considerable significance to the 


oS te 
economy of Alberta. In turn the generous support of the sport justifies 
the efforts of the racetrack owners and race meeting operators to provide 
the required facilities, personnel amd services. However, there con-— 
tinues to be some adverse comment concerning the suitability of some 
facilities for late season racing, when the weather can be unpredictable 
and unsatisfactory. This is a matter of continual dialogue between the 
Commission and the race track owners and race meeting operators involved. 
They are well aware of the situation and their responsibilities in the 
public good and have and will continue to effect changes and improve=- 
ments as conditions warrant and finances become available, 

The Westlock meeting is conducted by a dedicated group of local 
citizens, Some are standardbred breeders, owners or trainers while others 
are interested in the establishment of horse racing as one of the comm— 
unity's amenities. Their efforts appear to be appreciated and to be 
meeting with a relative degree of success. 

The statistical information which forms part of this Report as 
Schedule "B" indicates that the position of Harness racing in the Prov- 
ince was well maintained, if not improved. At Edmonton, wagering totall- 
ed $6, 354,068.00 or an average of $138,131.90 for the forty-six days 
of approved racing; while at Calgary a total of $800, 311.006? Jor $80,031.10 
per day was wagered at the ten days of racing conducted in that city. 
huch of the 1970 increase can be attributed to a more suitable time- 
table and generally satisfactory weather conditions, Westlock, too, 
showed an improvement in total wagering from $22,304.00 in 1969 to 


$34,457.00'>)in 1970. 


(b) Source- Chief, Race Track Supervision, Canada Department of Agriculture 
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11. REVENUE & EXPENDITURE 

The records of the Commission have been audited and reviewed 
by the Provincial Auditor and the following is the audited statement 
of Revenue and Expenditure of the Commission for the twelve months 
ended December 3lst., 1970, together with comparative figures for the 


year ended December 3lst., 1969: 


Excess of Revenue over Expenditure 


$157,0),15:95 220 


590.94 


1970 1969 
REVENUE: 
Thoroughbred Racing: 
Race Meeting Assessments WG) PSOGOW 47,610.00 
Personnel Licenses 12,961.00 IL AE SOO 
Fines 1,850,00 1,635,00 
62,061.00 60,700.00 
Harness Racing: 
Race Meeting Assessments 14,285.00 16,900.00 
Personnel Licenées 821,50 761,00 
15,106.50 17,661.00 
Miscellaneous 264.54 875675 
77 5432.04 725730075 
EXPENDITURE: 
Veterinarians! Fees & Expenses: 
Thoroughbred Racing 14,986.45 NBs PRO 80) 
Harness Racing 4,890.50 4,980.18 
Stewurds! Fees & Expenses MH BP 5S IMG APG AS) 
Commissioners! Honoraria 11,500.00 11,000.00 
Security Officers! Wages --- 4,425.00 
Office Salaries peices 6,000,00 
Judge's Fees & Expenses 4,039.80 4,349.00 
Travelling 3,759.64 SO 2519S 
Tattooing 3,041.74 U 5 27/5 OY 
Printing, Stationery & Office Supplies 2,004.82 Os 
Office Rent 1,068.00 1,040.00 
Licensee Identification: 
Equipment ---- 2,637.45 
Supplies 1S O22 ly, FPA) 
Insurance 917.68 878.64 
Telegraph, Telephone & Postage 904.05 Ors erei2 
.Hearings & Appeals 788.86 624.04 
Membership Fee USA oS) 157 250 
Canada Pension Plan Contributions 482.39 596.87 
Legal Fees 300.00 830.09 
Miscellaneous 1 ) oe OY 


S17 5,4 OL. 23 


3275.02 
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SURPLUS: nie 1969 
Surplus as at January lst. 13,085.14 OR Cd Ole tee 
Deduct: Remitted to Provincial Treasurer 3,085.14 see 

$ 10,000.00 Selo LOle dee 
Add: Excess of Revenue over Expenditure 596,94 2iasite Oz 
Surplus as at December 31st. $ 10,596.94 $ 13,085.14 


Represented by: 
Cash in Bank S$ °105596.94 $9 135065.14 

By authority granted by 0.C. 1012 - 66, the Commission is per- 
mitted to retain an accumulated surplus of $10,000.00 at all times as an 
appropriate reserve fund to be maintained for unforeseen or unpredictable 
contingencies or emergencies. Excess Revenue over Expenditure in any 
year must be remitted to the Provincial Treasurer. Should a deficit occur 
in any year, then the Commission is permitted to budget in the succeeding 
year in a manner to provide forthe estimated needs of the Commission in 
that year, plus the deficit carried forward from the previous year and 
thereby maintain the permitted accumulated Surplus of $10,000.00 as 
referred to. In accordance with the approved policy, the Commission 
remitted to the Provincial Treasurer in 1970 the amount of $3,085.14 which 
represented the excess Revenue earned in 1969 of $3,275.02 less the deficit 
of $189.88 incurred in the year ended December 3lst.,1968, and will remit 
in 1971 the excess Revenue of $596.94 earned in 1970, 

The statement of Revenue and Expenditure will indicate that the 
pattern of Revenue items in 1970 followed that of past years. Once agains 
the largest portion of the Kevenue of the Commission was derived from 
those who conducted race meetings, with lesser amounts earned from per- 
sonnel license fees and fines levied against licensees for infractions 
or violations of the Rules of the Commission governing racing. Also, the 
method of calculating race meeting assessments paid by those conducting 


the meetings remained the same. The assessment or fee for a race meeting 


is in an amount sufficient to reimburse the Commission for the cost of 
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providing officials for the meeting, plus an amount equal to the pro- 
rata portion of the balance of the estimated cost of maintaining the 
office and services of the Commission, after estimated Revenue earned 
from personnel license fees, fines and miscellaneous revenue for the 
current year has been deducted. The latter amount is based on the pro- 
portion that the pari-mutual wagering handled by each Association or 
other person who conducted a race meeting in the previous year bears to 
the estimated nett total cost of maintaining the office and services of 
the Commission in the current year. In the case of a new race meeting 
such as the summer thoroughbred meeting conducted at Lethbridge in 1970, 
and where prior pari-mutuel wagering figures are not available, the 
amount of such pari-mutuel wagering is estimated. The Commission feels 
that this formula is fair to all concerned. It also feels that the 
amount of race meeting fees or assessments and license fees being paid 
by those who conduct race meetings, or who engage in racing, is fair and 
reasonable and that as far as can be determined at this time, the amounts 
should not change materially in the immediate future. With the exception 
of the Expenditure items - "Security Officers! Wages" and "Licensee 
Identification Equipment & Supplies", which items are referred to in 
the next section (No. 12) of this Report and keeping in mind constantly 
increasing costs for services and Supplies, all items of Kevenue and 
Expenditure are in line for the two years under review. 
12. RACE TRACK SECURITY 

In 1969 and at the request of the Associations who conduct 
race meetings at Edmonton and Calgary, and in the interests of more 
adequate security, the Commission inaugurated a system of identifying 
a Commission licensee by means of a photograph of the Licensee attached 


to and forming a part of the license. This was augmented by the employ- 


ment of a Security Officer whose chief responsibility was to see that 


coe] Gis 

only properly identified licensees were admitted to the restricted 
stable areas of the race tracks. The practice was instituted on a 
trial basis and for the 1969 racing season, after which it was reviewed. 
It was found that while the policy of the addition of a photograph of 
the licensee attached to the license served a useful purpose in the 
control of those eligible for access to the restricted areas of race 
tracks, the addition of the employment of a security officer resulted 
in the overlapping of duties performed by the security staff employed 
by the Associations concerned and the results achieved did not justify 
the cost involved. Therefore, for the 1970 racing season, it was the 
decision of the Commission that the practice of photographing Licensees 
for identification and control purposes be continued but that as the 
employment of a security officer was not warranted same be dispensed 
with, on the understanding that the Associations involved would con- 
tinue their established practice of maintaining strict race track 
security, including the checking and control of Commission licenses 
and licensees. Close observation of this policy regarding this import- 
ant aspect of racing received the close attention of the Commission and 
its officials, It is the opinion of the Commission that the procedures 
adopted and practiced in 1970 were satisfactory and the elimination of the 
Commission Security Officer and consequent saving in costs was justified. 
13. COMMUNITY RACE MEETINGS 

Once again, the Commission licensed community organizations 
at High River, Millarville, Lake McGregor and Taber to conduct race 
meetings with pari-mutuel wagering during the year under review. Basically; 
the Associations conducted thoroughbred meetings, although provision was 
made for some quarter horse races. Mr. H. E. Patten, Calgary, represented 
the Commission at all Community Meetings. He is now well known to and 


has earned the confidence of the established, licensed personnel who race 
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at the meetings concerned. Nr. Patten's advice and opinions are sought — 
and respected and under his guidance the position of the Commission has 
become thoroughly established and understood. Community meetings of the 
nature approved by the Commission are popular local activities, they 
command considerable public approval and support and make worthwhile 
contributions to the development of racing in this Province. It is 
reasonable to assume that the number of community meetings will increase 
as the years progress and the population and economy of the province 
grow. 
14. OFF TRACK BETTING 

At the close of 1969 the interpretation of the Criminal Code 
of Canada was that it did not permit "off-track" betting, or the placing 
of a wager by one person for another for a consideration and no such 
"shops" or agencies were Operating or functioning in Alberta at that time. 
However, during the year under review such a service was made available 
to the public in Edmonton and Calgary for a period of time. The same 
principals were involved in twin agencies in the two cities - one agency 
provided the service of placing a bet at no charge to the bettor and the 
other agency provided the service of cashing a winning ticket at the 
request of the bettor for a consideration. The principals involved were 
convicted in Magistrate's court in June for contravention of the 1969 
amendments to the Criminal Code of Canada. The decision was reversed by 
the Appellate Division of the Alberta Supreme Court and it is the under- 
standing of the Commission that the Department of the Attorney General 
fee appealed this decision to the Supreme Court of Canada, but at this time 
the case has not been heard, 

In Ontario, a somewhat confused and unsettled condition prevails. 


While it is considered by many in that province that off-track or messen- 


ger service wagering is in contravention of the Criminal Code and some steps 
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have been taken to have the Code enforced, nevertheless the practice 
is being indulged in and the service is available. Also, the service 
is available in some areas in the United States but indications are 
that it could become more widespread. In the meantime, the National 
Association of State Racing Commissioners, which is representative of 
most Commissions and other jurisdictional and regulatory bodies and 
groups involved in horse racing in the United States and Canada, has 
set up a special committee to make a thorough study and bring in a 
report on the whole question of off-track or messenger service betting. 
This report should be available during the coming year 1971 and is 
being awaited with considerable interest by many who are involved in 
the welfare of the industry of breeding, owning, training and racing 
horses and the conduct of race meetings on this continent. 
15. RACE ASSUCIATIONS AND RACE MEETINGS 

Members of the Commission continued their visits to all race 
meetings to observe the conduct of racing. Their attendance at mare 
meetings included inspections of the facilities, equipment, personnel 
and services being provided and used by race track owners and operators. 
As a result of these inspections and recommendations made by its officials, 
the Commission continues to make recommendations, suggestions and requests 
for changes, additions and improvements which are considered to be either 
desirable or essential in the public good. It is pleased, once again, 
to be able to report that in every instance, the representations it has 
made have met with favourable response and requests made have either 
been fulfilled, or are in the process of fulfillment. Members of the 
Commission are also available throughout the vear for consultation with 
race Association officials and all others, whether directly connected with, 


or otherwise interested in some phase of racing in Alberta. The place of 


the Commission is now firmly established and the responsibilities it has 


Sey 
to fulfill under the Alberta Racing Commission Act and in the public 
interest are better understood and appreciated. 
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Respectfully submitted. 
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PARI — MUTUEL STATISTICS 


SCHEDULE "A" 


THOROUGHBRED RACING =~ 1970 & 1969 


Racing No. of Attendance 
Days Races 
1970 1969 1970 1969 1970 1969 
530 5308 430424 2105750 mt 86,460 
53.) 959) 4304242205782 ~ 243,948 
15 Oo. 121 73 245480 0,355 
2 2 17 Sel Oa 1877 
1 2 nS 6 750 ese w.| 
1 1 9 7 6,400 4,500 
LL: oh ie! 725 550 
U20) 1205 0267967471,902 449,710 
Amount Wagered 
1970 1969 
$13,033,093.00 $12,937,062.00 
18,133,979.00 E77 51:27 3 9.22.400 
694,152.00 513,675.00 
13,560.00 85332600 
524.00 P55070600 
25,561,00 16,683.00 
8, 820,00 9 188,00 
$31,914,289.,00 $30,628,240,00 
Alberta Gov- 
ernment Tax 
1970 1969 
$ 651,654.65 $ 646,853.10 
906,698.95 856, 396.10 
34,707.60 25 5683.75 
678.00 416,60 
256,20 768.90 
17 27.8505 834.15 
441,00 459.40 


$ 1,595,714.45 


SS 55,412.00 


Nett Gate 
Receipts 
1970 1969 
$180,211.75 $162,111.50 
249,745.75 222 557.,95 
6,296.00 6,615.00 
837.00 1,501.00 
1,057.50 3,976.50 
3,102.00 2,283.50 
fae ee oO Serene VET) 
$447,782.50 


Pari - 


$398,734.25 


Mutuel 


Percentages & Breaks 
1970 1969 
$1,249,950.03 $1,235,114.25 


1,740, 284.96 
87,693.10 
1,796.70 
666.98 
3,284.34 

1 136,90 


D620 ,11 6503 
65,094.14 
905.04 

15S Ge3L 
2,168.41 
__1,202,46 


$3,084,813,01 $2,944,154.24 


Gross Prize 
Money 

1.070 sae EET 969) 
$ 734,920.00 $ 722,805.00 
7755335200 778,310.00 
63,000.00 38,950.00 
292/00 2,595.00 
805.00 1,805.00 
2.70 a2 5 1,887.00 
1 5210.00 15 350,00 


—— 


$1,580,264.25 $1,547,702.00 


a 


Source - Chief, Race Track Supervision, Canada Department of Agriculture. 
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PARI —- MUTUEL STATISTICS 


HARNESS RACING - 1970 & 1969 


Racing No. of Attendance 
Days Races 
1970 1969 1970 1969 1970 1969 
10 iP? 100 120 14,899 20,080 
46 45 we dbOP 4500005, 4870117,007 
22 saith 14 14 1,950 1,650 
58 SOmmmO dum SOAr Loo a jlet col bL 


Amount Wagered 


1970 1969 
Sc 00" 331. (CMO ue 72757 oe CO 
6,354,068.00 5914, 315.00 
34,457,00 22,304,00 
$6 664,348.00 


$7 5105.50 305,00 


Alberta Gov- 
ernment Tax 


1970 1969 
$ ADE OL 516515 $ 36, 386.45 
317703640 OA i OL as 
5 ee Pae 1511520 


$ 359,441.80 $ 333,217.40 


SCHEDULE "B® 


Nett Gate 
Receipts 
1970 1969 
$13,082.25 $11,573.00 
86,864.35 81,823.00 
A032 625 15530675 


$102,009.85 $ 94,758.75 


Pari - Mutuel 
Percentages & Breaks 
1970 1969 
610,335.40 568,128.63 

PIN Dn Sites 


$692,326.29 $640,538.74 


Gross Prize 
Money 
1970 1969 
$ 46,925.00 $ 48,625.00 
ZT 53100 OOS. 2540151500 
_3,040,00 _ 2,420,00 
$827) 5/3606 008 913635543600 


Source — Chief, Race Track Supervision, Canada Department of Agriculture. 


